
Thought for the Day Luke 3:7-18 

Imagine if you can that you are taking a walk along the River Taff 
when you notice something a little odd happening. There is a rather 
unkempt looking man there.  He looks as if he might be homeless, rather 
dishevelled, with long matted hair and strange clothes.  He is trying to 
talk to people as they go past.  A lot of people are just ignoring him, one 
even turns and goes back the other way to avoid him, but there are 
some people who seem to be listening. 

As you get closer you see that the man is very animated in what 
he is saying.  What do you do?  Do you hurry past looking the other way, 
do you go back and walk the other way, or do you stop and listen to 
what he has to say? Do you feel a little apprehensive or even scared to 
go past him, or be near him?  What is in your mind? 

You get a little nearer and he spots you and comes over to you.  “I 
see you have a jumper and a jacket, please give your jacket to this 
person here who doesn’t have one”.  What do you do then? 

Now imagine you are in a room where a very smartly dressed man 
asks you if you are able to make a contribution to charity to help the poor 
and homeless.  He talks to you about what the charity does and then 
asks for a donation. Do you listen to him?  What’s in your mind? 

John the Baptist was not very conventional in appearance or 
manner.  He lived in the wilderness and we are told he lived on locusts 
and wild honey. Depictions of him show a rather wild looking man, with 
long unkempt hair and a beard.  Not perhaps a person you would usually 
listen to or take notice of, but he inspired people to be baptised, to start 
living their lives in a way we now recognise as a Christian way of life. 

In the gospel according to Luke, John the Baptist is asked by the 
crowds of people what they should do.  They are told to share their 
clothes and their food, not to exploit others and to be satisfied with what 
they have. That message is for us too, we are told to give up what we 
have, to give it to someone else, told not to be fixed on material things 
and money but to look to Scripture and the Lord to provide.  

Have you ever been poor or desperate, hungry or homeless?  How 
easy would it be to follow Scripture then, and not worry about where the 
next meal is coming from, or to share what little you have?  

 There was once a young mother who had to leave her husband 
because he was so violent towards her.  After years of enduring this she 
found the courage to leave with her four young children.  They had 
nowhere to go but she found a derelict house with no water or electricity, 



and very little roof and took shelter there.  Because she had no address, 
she couldn’t get any help.  They existed on very little.  One day she was 
desperate, with not even bread to feed the children.  She talked to God 
and called loudly to him to bring her bread for her children.  She opened 
her diary to write and out fell a £5 note.  Her prayer had been answered 
and the children could eat.  

 In all her years of hardship, she never stopped believing and she 
told me that God had always provided, even when it appeared that 
things were so bad, she was abandoned. She became one of my 
dearest friends. She spent her life helping others, spending hours every 
week as volunteer counsellor working with people who could not afford 
to pay; co-ordinating food parcels; and spending time with homeless 
people simply talking with them, all on top of her day job. She did 
everything cheerfully, and shared everything she had because that was 
what Jesus called her to do. She brought joy to everyone she 
encountered.  

 We each must listen to the call of Jesus in our own lives and live 
our lives guided by Scripture and prayer.  It is not always going to be 
easy, but we have to keep trying. We must put aside our greed, our 
anxieties and the distractions of modern life and have the courage to put 
our trust in the Lord, share what we have and share the joy that God 
gives us. 

 


